
JAPANESE PROBLEM WAS ONLY ABOUT 40 MINUTES 

LONG, BUT IT WILL STAY WITH ME FOREVER. 

-Marsha Lederman, The Globe and Mail

JAPANESE PROBLEM IS A DELICATE PRODUCTION, BUT 

PACKS A PUNCH.  -Colin Thomas, critic & Blogger

THIS IS SITE-SPECIFIC THEATRE AT ITS MOST 

POWERFUL.  -Kathleen Oliver, Georgia Straight
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JAPANESE PROBLEM is a site-responsive work, designed to respond to
unusual locations for unmatched immediacy. 
 
The show premiered in September 2017, selling out a run at Hastings
Park, and garnering exceptional reviews. This year we were included in
the Westender's 2017 Year in Theatre and Vancouver Presents' Top Ten
for 2017 Theatre lists, and are excited to be nominated for Significant
Artistic Achievement and win the Critics' Choice for Innovation Award at
the 36th annual Jessie Richardson Awards. 
 
We have toured to Kaslo, Burnaby, Steveston, Victoria and Nanaimo, with
our remount scheduled for September 2018 at Hastings Park, followed by
a sold out tour to Soulpepper in Toronto in October 2018, and more tour
stops in the works for 2019.  

Show run time: 
 
 

Audience capacity: 
Cost: 

 

Themes: 
JAPANESE PROBLEM explores how we look at the other, how long it takes to be accepted, and how quickly that 
acceptance can evaporate. It encounters the pervasive effects of both trauma and not speaking of trauma, and the lingering 
effects through generations. 

Original music, shadow puppets, and innovative staging find light 
in conveying stories about our darkest times. 

JAPANESE PROBLEM is also an opportunity to speak to the experience of racialized exclusion, and a good complement to 
educational and community outreach.

45 minutes.                       
The show is designed to be performed twice in a row to maximize audience 
potential. Second show followed by a 20 minute talk back. 
30, dependant on performance space. 
Please contact us for a quote at universallimitedtheatre@gmail.com 

Available for touring nationally and internationally 2018-2019.
japaneseproblem.ca 

universallimitedtheatre@gmail.com



“I just wanted to send you a note to thank you for the amazing performance you put on for 
our students in Kaslo at the Langham. They really enjoyed the show and learned a lot.” 
— Grace Broadfoot, Kaslo, BC 

Universal Limited is a collective who works to uncover hidden stories in unusual locations. We 
work collectively to write and design our shows as experiences that are accessible to all. 
Previously they built the pedicab adventure Tour in Vancouver (premiering as part of the Cultural 
Olympiad/HIVE 3), Victoria (TheatreSKAM), and Toronto (SummerWorks), telling the hidden 
histories of previous residents--from First Nations, to waves of immigration, to the current stories 
buried beneath previously-familiar neighbourhoods. 

JAPANESE PROBLEM is a title derived from the nomenclature of WWII, but containing in it the understanding 
that the citizens affected at the time were neither Japanese--they were overwhelmingly legal residents/citizens of 
Canada, nor problematic--with zero verifiable connections to activities against Canada.

“I liked the play because I think it was very descriptive and it really drew you in. It 
made you kind of feel what it was like and I thought that the acting was good too.” 
— Student, J.V. Humphries Secondary School, Kaslo, BC

“...thank you and your troupe for your powerful performance yesterday...the overwhelming 
response was the impactfulness of the play as well as some of the information presented that 
the attendees never knew about.” 
— Kelvin Higo, Steveston Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre 
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